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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to applicant's amendment/arguments filed on 
1/24/2007. This action is made FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/24/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prima facie case of non-obviousness has not 
been established since the motivation of combining the primary reference of Jeansonne 
et al. with that of Cavin is contained in the Jeansonne et al. reference. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. One of ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to combine the two references of Jeansonne et al. and Cavin in order to 
conserve power. In addition, the Cavin reference in paragraph [0037] provides a 
suggestion to have the wireless interface layer (read as wireless access routine) in the 
BIOS (306) as opposed to using application software or device drivers. From such a 
statement one of ordinary skill in the art can easily arrive at a conclusion to run the 
wireless interface layer or wireless access routine through the BIOS firmware in order to 
conserve power since BIOS does not require the startup of application software, 
operating system, or initialization of device drivers. 

Therefore, examiner maintains his rejection and further clarifies the motivation to 
combine. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1 - 4, 6, 7, and 9 - 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jeansonne et al. (U.S. Application # 2003/0023761) in view of 
Gavin (U.S. Application # 2003/01 26492). 

Consider claims 1 and 3, Jeansonne et al. disclose a notebook computer (100) 
(read as portable computer) and a method of controlling the notebook computer (100) 
that includes a power supply (40) and a wireless communication module (42) (read 
wireless communication part) capable of transmitting and receiving a wireless signal as 
indicated by antenna (52) comprises: an LED indicator (66) (read as displaying part; an 
electrical switch (58) (read as selection part to display wireless accessibility to the 
wireless service network; see [0058]); a microcontroller (44) (read as controller) that 
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controls power supply (40) through coupling with the seek logic (60) to supply power to 
the wireless communication module (42) (read as wireless communication part; see 
[0038] and [0040]), and LED indicator (66) (read as displaying part) in order to execute 
the search for wireless network access and display the network availability once the 
electrical switch (58) (read as selection part) is selected while the notebook computer 
(100) (read as portable computer) power is turned off (see [0037 - 0042]). Although not 
explicitly disclosed it is inherent in order to operate any electrical device one would need 
to supply power to it. Similarty, in order to operate the BIOS, it is inherent to supply 
power. 

However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose a BIOS memory storing a network 
accessing routine determining the wireless accessibility based on the wireless signal 
received by the wireless communicating part. 

In the related field of endeavor, Cavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.11(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in performing wireless communication (see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin In order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 
where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 
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Consider claims 2 and 4 as applied to claims 1 and 4, Jeansonne et al. disclose 
a ten second (predetermined time) seek time to determine the availability of a wireless 
network once the electrical switch (58) (read as selection part) is selected and after that 
the power supply is disabled through the seek logic (60) which is coupled to the 
microcontroller (44) (read as controller) which effectively shuts off any power (read as 
the controller controls the power supplying part to interrupt the power supply to the 
displaying part, the wireless communication part and the BIOS memory (see [0043] and 
[0046]). 

Consider claim 6 as applied to claim 5, Jeansonne et al. disclose a wireless 
communication module (42) (read wireless communication part) capable of transmitting 
and receiving a wireless signal as indicated by antenna (52) and an LED indicator (66) 
(read as notifying part) to display the wireless network availability (see [0036 - 0042]). 

However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose a BIOS memory storing a network 
accessing routine determining the wireless accessibility based on the wireless signal 
received by the wireless communicating part. 

In the related field of endeavor, Cavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.11(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in performing wireless communication (see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin in order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 



Application/Control Number: 10/690,609 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2618 

where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 

Consider claim 7 as applied to claim 5, Jeansonne et al. disclose a wireless 
communication module (42) (read as wireless communication part) receiving and 
transmitting a wireless signal through the wireless network as shown by antenna (52) to 
seek a wireless network in response to the execution of the seek function (read as 
network access routine) and providing the wireless network availability and displaying 
the availability through the LED indicator (66) (see [0042] and [0045]). 

However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose a BIOS memory storing a network 
accessing routine determining the wireless accessibility based on the wireless signal 
received by the wireless communicating part. 

In the related field of endeavor, Cavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.11(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in performing wireless communication (see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin in order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 
where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 

Consider claim 9 as applied to claim 8, Jeansonne et al. disclose a wireless 
communication module (42) (read wireless communication part) capable of transmitting 
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and receiving a wireless signal as indicated by antenna (52) and an LED indicator (66) 
(read as notifying part) to display the wireless network availability (see [0042]). 

However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose a BIOS memory storing a network 
accessing routine determining the wireless accessibility based on the wireless signal 
received by the wireless communicating part. 

In the related field of endeavor, Cavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.11(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in peri'orming wireless communication (see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin in order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 
where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 

Consider claim 10 as applied to claim 8, Jeansonne et al. disclose a wireless 
communication module (42) (read as wireless communication part) receiving and 
transmitting a wireless signal through the wireless network as shown by antenna (52) to 
seek a wireless network in response to the execution of the seek function (read as 
network access routine) and providing the wireless network availability and displaying 
the availability through the LED indicator (66) (see [0042] and [0045]). 
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However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose a BIOS memory storing a network 
accessing routine determining the wireless accessibility based on the wireless signal 
received by the wireless communicating part. 

In the related field of endeavor, Cavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.1 1(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in performing wireless communication (see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin in order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 
where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 

Consider claim 11, Jeansonne et al. disclose a method of controlling a notebook 
computer (100) (read as wireless portable computer) by operating an electrical switch 
(58) (read as hardware selector) while the power to the notebook computer (100) is 
turned off in order to provide network access to the notebook computer (100) and power 
to the wireless communication module (42). 

However, Jeansonne et al. fail to disclose storing in a BIOS memory of the 
wireless portable computer a wireless network accessing routine that provides a 
wireless network accessibility status; and executing the wireless network accessing 
routine at the BIOS level to provide the wireless network accessibility status. 
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In the related field of endeavor, Gavin discloses BIOS/firmware (306) that 
comprises an 802.11(b) Medium Access Controller (MAC) (read as network access 
routine) which provides interface between the software in the BIOS (306) and the 
network card and plays a part in performing wireless communication at the BIOS level 
(see [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Jeansonne et al. with the 
teachings of Cavin in order to conserve power by using wireless interface layer in BIOS, 
where application software, operating system, and device driver initialization is not 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jeansonne et al. (USPN 2003/0023761). 
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Consider claim 5, Jeansonne et al. disclose a notebook computer (100) (read as 
portable computer) comprising: an electrical switch (58) (read as hardware selector) to 
activate the wireless communication module (42) to seek wireless network access while 
the notebook computer (100) is turned off; and a media access controller (44) (read as 
programmed controller) is activated by the operation of the electrical switch (68) (read 
as selector) and power is only supplied only to components that perform the wireless 
access seek function (read as components providing a wireless network accessibility 
state; see [0036 - 0042]). 

Consider claim 8, Jeansonne et al. disclose a notebook computer (100) (read as 
portable computer) with a microcontroller (44) (read as controller) comprising: a 
microcontroller (44) (also read as programmed computer processor; [0045]) which is 
activated by an electrical switch (58) (read as selector) while the notebook computer 
(100) is turned off and power is only supplied only to components that perform the 
wireless access seek function (read as components providing a wireless network 
accessibility state; see [0036 - 0042]). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed 

to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Fayyaz Alam whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1 102. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30am to 
7:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on (571) 272-7884. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the . 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. ^ 




Fayyaz Alam 



Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2600 



March 10, 2007 



